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that tho callus produced when suppuration had occurred was stronger and 
firmer than that met with when tho parts healed by first intention. 

Mr. Willett (St. Barth. Jfotp. Reports, vol. xx. p. 59) gives an account of 
101 osteotomies. The results were exceedingly satisfactory. Mr. Willett pre¬ 
fers Maccwcn’s operation to Ogsten’s in tho treatment of genu valgum and 
varum, and, indeed, this list includes only 3 examples of the latter operation. 
Ten operations were performed for the relief of ankylosis at the hip-joint. 
In six instances tho neck of tho femur was divided by Adam’s method. For 
this operation Mr. Willett uses tho saw in preference to the chisel. In tho 
remaining 4 eases the femur was divided below the trochanters. One death 
followed, and in the remaining cases an excellent result ensued. 

The Treatment of Tumors of the Uladdkk. 

A discussion upon this subject was opened at the llritish Medical Asso¬ 
ciation Meeting at Cardiff, by Mr: Rkoinalo Harrison (British Medical 
Journal, August 10,1885). Mr. Harrison's paper presented an epitome of his 
well-known views upon the Hubjoet, and discussed the operations with which 
liis nnmo is bo honorably connected. The discussion that followed the paper 
did not elicit any matters of importance. Mr. Harrison divides vesical 
growths into two classes. (1) Those which, during their entire existence, or 
for a portion of it, occasion cither slight or no distinct indications of their 
presence, and (2) those which declare themselves by symptoms cither seri¬ 
ously disturbing tho function of micturition, or which, by their constancy or 
degree, threaten the life of the patient. It is to tho latter class of growth 
alono that treatment is directed. The mcro subjective evidence that a person 
has a tumor in tho bladder, will not warrant the adoption of any operative 
measures to effect its removal. Mr. Ilnrrison concerns himself solely with 
noil-malignant growths, and docs not enter into the question of excision of 
portions of the vesical wall. He advocates digital exploration when it can 
fulfil at least three objects: (1) the relief of symptoms which aro otherwise 
irremediable; (2) verifying the diagnosis of tumor; (3) determining whether 
tho removal of the growth can bo proceeded with. As Mr. Harrison points 
out, even in eases of epithelioma, the incision required to allow a digital 
examination affords often great relief by draining the bladder, and relieving 
tho patient of the cystitis produced by decomposing urine. He strongly 
advises, both for exploratory and operative purposes, median perineal ure¬ 
throtomy in preference to the suprapubic operation. Mr. Ilnrrison lias 
introduced n very ingenious pair of forceps for the removal of growths when 
the interior of the bladder luw been opened up. The details of the operation 
remain the same. 

Litholafaxy with Cocaine. 

Ail interesting ease of this operation is reported by Prof. Uruns, in Ber- 
liner vied. Wochcntchr., 1885, No. 21. A two per cent, solution of cocaine was 
introduced into tho bladder and also into tho urethra. Tho calculus proved 
to bo composed of oxalate of lime, and was exceedingly hard. Thirty-three 
separate crushings were executed in twenty-two minutes, without any pain 
having been folt. Tho patient began to complain of pain thirty minutes after 
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(lie commencement of tho operation, na tho fragments wero being washed 
flffliy. The pain, however, was quito slight. After tire operation a ten por 
cent, emulsion of glycerino anil iodoform was injected. Tho litholapaxy waa 
followed by complete bucccss. 

Enlarged Prostate Treated hy Electrolysis. 

At tho commencement of tiro present year Prof. Bottini published an 
account of a case in which tho symptoms produced by enlarged prostate wero 
removed by destroying aomo part of the prostate by tho galvanic cautery. 
Tim operation practically consisted in burning out n new prostatic urethra, 
An abstract of llottini’s paper appears in this Journal for July, 1885. 

Recently Dll. Cjesar Musati has published another example of this ope¬ 
ration ( Ccntratb./Ur Chirurgie, July 11, 1886). Tho grant interest of the case 
consists in the fact that tho operation was performed upon Dr. Musati him¬ 
self by Prof. Bottini. Dr. Musati had been for some time troubled by tho 
usual symptoms that attend enlarged prostate, and tho operation gnvo him 
complete reliof. No nwesthctic was employed, and Dr. Musati states that tho 
pain folt at tho time of tho operation was by no means severe. 

Time alone can demonstrate tho real value of this procedure, which, how¬ 
ever, appears to bo simple and safe. 

Mutilocui.ar Hydrocele. 

Dr. Steinthal (Ocntralbtatl /Ur Chirurgie, Oct. 10, 1885) describes two 
examples of this rare affection. The first ease was that of n mnn, aged twenty- 
two, who, when fourteen years old, received a wound of tho scrotum. A 
hydrocolo followed, which had been tapped many times. It was finally 
treated by tho radical operation (incision of the sac). When tho mnin sac 
was opened there was seen at the bottom of it a mass composed of a multi¬ 
tude of cysts i tho largest of these were the size of a cherrystone. They con¬ 
tained a clear white fluid. The mass was removed j the testis was untouched 
and appeared to be perfectly normal j a permanent cure followed. The 
second ease was that of man aged twenty. The radical operation was per¬ 
formed, and the local condition was in all essential points identical with that 
just named. This form of hydrocele 1ms been often described, but previous 
to Dr. Steinthal’s paper no account appears to have been furnished of the 
microscopic appearances. On microscopic examination the minute cysts were 
found to bo lined with a layer of fine endothelium, and were embedded in a 
vascular connective tissue rich in cells. From one of the cysts cords wero 
noticed to bo running, which were made up of endothelial cells; another 
spaco contained a lymph thrombus. From these appearances Dr. Steinthal 
concludes that the cysts liavo developed from dilated lymph vessels, and ho 
gives to tho condition tho name of cystoid lymphangioma. 

He is disposed to think that tho disease is acquired and not congenital, and 
that it may bo induced in tho find instance by somo inflammatory process. 

Splenectomy. 

It is sincerely to be regretted that some surgeons, in spito of the very clear 
experience of the past, continuo to excise spleens in cases of Icucremia. Tho 



